SUPPLEMENT TO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 


MR. CHURCHILL'S RENDERING OF A SUBJECT FREQUENTLY DEPICTED BY PAUL CEZANNE: 
“LA MONTAGNE DE SAINTE VICTOIRE,” EXHIBITED IN THE ROYAL ACADEMY, 1950. 


NM R,. WINSTON CHURCHILL, one of the greatest statesmen whom this country has 

ever produced, is not only the inspiring war leader known everywhere as “ the 
Architect of Victory,’’ an orator of unrivalled eloquence and power, and a historian of 
the highest order, but he is also a painter of considerable gifts and high technical 


attainment. In his book “ Painting as a Pastime,’’ published in 1948, he relates how 


he came to take up art seriously and how greatly he profited in his early studies by 
Lady Lavery, the wife of the distinguished artist 


advice given to him by the late 
herself 


(one of whose portraits of her was published in our Christmas Number, 1949), 
a painter. He spends as much time as he can in the practice of his art, and everyone 
is familiar with photographs of the Conservative leader seated at his easel working 
with such obvious concentration that it is clear that he has been able to turn his 
mind temporarily from great affairs of State and the shape of world politics, and think 
of nothing but painting. It will be remembered that in 1948 Mr. Churchill exhibited 
three works in the Royal Academy, and was made an Hon. Royal Academician Extra- 
ordinary. In the following year he showed his full quota of six paintings, and this year 
he is represented by four. Two of these, it may be remembered, were reproduced in 
black and white in our issue dated April 29, and we are now able, by Mr. Churchill's 


permission, to reproduce one of them, ‘‘La Montagne de Sainte Victoire: 1948'’ in colour. 
celebrated French Impressionist 


This subject was a favourite with Paul Cézanne, the 
included in a number of 


painter, and indeed, landscapes in which it is featured are 
well-known collections—those of the Metropolitan Museum in New York, the Phillips 
Memorial Gallery at Washington, the Samuel Courtauld Collection, London, and private 
collections in Paris ; and in 1931 the Morosoff Collection in Moscow contained one. All 
who have seen Mr. Churchill's painting of this celebrated mountain in the south of 
France will agree that it has also inspired him to produce one of the best of his landscapes. 


Reproduced by permission of Mr. Winston Churchill, O.M., C.H., M.P., Hon. R.A Copyright reserved. 
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1. FINGER-RINGS. 2. CRUCIFORM EAR-RINGS, INLAID WITH GLASS; RAM’S HEAD AT BASE. 3. FROG SCARAB. 4. SEAL RING, SCARAB MISSING. 5. DIADEM OR TIARA, WITH 
QUATREFOIL FLORETS. 6. CINQUEFOIL FLORETS, FROM ANOTHER DIADEM. 7. TOGGLE-PINS USED FOR FASTENING DRESS. 8. TWO AMETHYST SCARAB RINGS AND THREE 
AMETHYST SCARABS. 9. GREEN JASPER SCARAB. 10. THREE STARS, PROBABLY A DECORATION OR ORDER. 11. RING SET WITH FIVE BEADS (THREE OF WHICH WERE GLASS, 


NOW DECAYED AND MISSING 12. EAR-RING OF COPPER, GOLD PLATED 


4000-YEAR-OLD JEWELLERY: GOLDWORK OF THE AGE OF THE SHEPHERD KINGS, C 


The jewellery shown on these pages was found during Sir Flindes Petrie's last they founded the XVth and XVIth dynasties respectively. The MHyksos introduced 
excavation at Gaza Lady Ilinders Petrie (University College, Gower Street, London the horse into Palestine and Egypt It was of Central Asian type, small and 
is hoping to publish their latest discoveries and other unpublished MSS. on history, short-backed They appear to have sacrificed horses on occasions, as we found 
philosophy and travel, if financial aid from the public is forthcoming. She sends the mutilated remains. These invaders were without many arts, but utilised those of 
following descriptive note “This jewellery of the Hyksos Age dates from before other peoples, and borrowed largely from them. Later on, when established in and t 
Abraham It will shortly be on view in our chief museums. When the Early Hyksos, Egypt, they were noted for their scientific attainment In the palaces and houses which 
a horde of warriors on horseback, pushed down through Asia into Palestine, shortly of the upper and lower towns of these Hyksos at Gaza we unearthed pottery, servic 


after 2000 B.C., they gained a footing westward and settled on the site of Gaza, a weapons, tools, ornaments, weights and many other remains It was a_ trading spreac 
Canaanite port on the Wady Ghazzeh. Their successors, the Late Hyksos, did the city. Jewellery was hidden in the houses, one ornament lost in the main street distric 
same. Both people used it as a _ bridge-head for the conquest of Egypt, where and some of it lay broken in pedlars’ hoards and bent up for melting down, probably, Irish 


REPRODUCED By ( RIESY OF THE [TRUSTEES « 
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Il). 16. TORQUE RINGS, THE LARGEST BEING OF IRISH GOLD AND 
CRYSTAL SCARABS. 20. FALCON PENDANT OF GRANULAR WORK, 


15. TWO-LEAVED PENDANT, LIKE THOSE FOUND IN CRETE (EARLY MINOAN 


FIGURES, SHOWING THE GREAT MOTHER GODDESS. 18. CHALCEDONY SCARAB. 19. ROCK 
CRESCENT EAR-RINGS OF GRANULAR WORK. 24. BALL BEAD AND TWO 


13. FLOWER PENDANT. 14. BAUBLE 
WORKMANSHIP 17. THREE 
21 CARNELIAN SCARABS 22. GOLD-MOUNTED STONE SCARAB, IN SILVER RING. 23. THREE 

RIBBED BALL BEADS. 25. CYLINDER BEAD. 26. TWO FLIES, PROBABLY EMBLEMS OF BEEL-ZEBUB, CANAANITE GOD OF FLIES 


35, GAZA (2000-1500 B.C.), DISCOVERED IN FLINDERS PETRIE’S FINAL EXCAVATION. 
soldering them, then twisting while curving to a circle The finest craftsmanship is found 
in the delicate granular work of the falcon (No. 20) and especially of the crescent ear-rings 


In the best examples, the minute granules of gold have been piled in order, 
secured in position 


to use in exchange for some valuable commodity such as spices. Personal ornaments 


Headbands were plain fillets or a decorated tiara. Ear-rings 
now decayed. Scarabs No. 23 
in their circles and triangles, on the slopes of the gold plates, and 


without excess of solder It is a superb technique, with which no modern granular work 
The Mother Goddess (No. 17), emblem of fertility, seems to be the chicf 
as in Crete, Early Minoan II), the object of religious significance. Several such amulets were discovered. The fly (No. 26 
may be another religious emblem, that of Beel-zebub, the Baal of flies, whether worn by 
Ihe excavations in which these discoveries were made were 


of gold were many 
were of many patterns, the multiple forms set with glass, 
of amethyst, crystal, carnelian and jasper were mounted in finger-rings of gold 
The toggle-pin was used to fasten clothing, and some had jewelled knobs 


and bronze. 
The eight-pointed star may have been a is comparable 


which were even detachable for substitution 
service badge or order. The flower, the pair of leaves 
spread falcon, the many forms of beads, show the variety of design of the Syrian and other 
districts to which these arts belonged. The torque-like ear-ring (No. 16) is apparently of devotees one cannot tell 
Irish gold and Irish workmanship. It was made by bending flanges to a right-angle and carried out by the British School of Egyptian Archzology 


STEES OF THE British Museum 
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A FLIGHTLESS BIRD OF THE RAIL FAMILY WHICH FOR THE PAST FIFTY YEARS WAS THOUGHT TO BE EXTINCT: A FEMALE TAKAHE (NOTORNIS HOCHSTETTERI) SCUTTLING OFF 
INTO THE SNOW GRASS WHEN DISTURBED ; SHOWING THE STRONG LEGS AND THE BONY FRONTAL SHIELD. THE TAKAHE WAS RE-DISCOVERED IN NEW ZEALAND'S SOUTHERN 
FIORDLAND IN NOVEMBER, 1948, AND IS NOW RIGOROUSLY PROTECTED BY THE GOVERNMENT. 


_ natural-colour photo- 
graphs are the first to be 
published in this country of the 
Takahe Votornis hochstetteri) 
of New Zealand, a flightless 
bird which for fifty years was 
thought to be extinct. In Novem- 
ber, 1948, a small colony of the 
birds was discovered by Dr. 
G. B. Orbell near Lake Te Anau, 
in New Zealand's southern fiord- 
land. Since then Takahe Valley 
has been visited by small parties 
of = scientific investigators in 
co-operation with the Wildlife 
Branch of the New Zealand 
Government's Department of 
Internal Affairs, which has 
assumed responsibility for the 
protection of this rare bird, 
and it was during one of these 
expeditions that the photographs 
reproduced here were obtained. 
The Takahe is a large type of 
rail and is brilliantly-hued 
the beak is not uniformly 
coloured, for at the base and 
on the frontal shield is 
scarlet, while the rest is wax- 
pink, deepening at the tip; the 
head, neck and underparts are 
indigo, which becomes peacock- 
blue on the shoulders, merging 
into a bright sage-green on the 
mantle ; the rump and tail are 
a tawny olive, with a white tuft 
under the tail; the feet and 
legs are rose-coloured, the eyes 
reddish-brown, The nest is built 
on the ground and one pair 
of birds build as many as four 
or five nests, any one of which 
they may use after the chick 
has hatched —no more than two 
have been found in any 
nest and rarely do a pair raise 
more than one chick in a year. 
The Takahe's strong beak is 
used for stripping the seeds off 
the snow grass and low bushes, 


and for grubbing-out the small 
clumps of snow grass bent over THE TAKAHE ON ITS NEST: A CLOSE-UP VIEW OF THE BIRD, SHOWING HOW THE SNOW GRASS IS PULLED OVER TO FORM A LOOSE THATCH 


with the foot IN THE SHAPE OF A TUNNEL, WHICH KEEPS THE NEST DRY IN ALL WEATHERS 


THE FIRST NATURAL:COL R PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE TAKAHE: AN “EXTINCT” BIRD RE-DISCOVERED. 





